May 2022 - All the news that’s t to print!
We now have over 30 requests for print newsletters! This is part of how we keep
Area 48 accessible in a time when so much has moved online.
If you know someone who needs a paper copy, please let me know or have them
contact me at newsletter@aahmbny.org. If they are unable to access email, please
have them snail mail me at:
Newsletter Chair
c/o HMB Area Association
Ship & Copy, 118 Polar Plaza, #114
Amsterdam, New York 12010
To see past editions of the newsletter, visit https://aahmbny.org/hmb-newsletters.
In love and service,
Dana W.
Area 48 Newsletter Chair
newsletter@aahmbny.org

In this Edition:
📢 Principles of the Month 📢 Reports from Your Area 48 Trusted Servants
📢 AA History: Bill Wilson makes the call that connects him to Dr. Bob
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📢 We Are Not a Glum Lot 📢 Upcoming Events in Area 48 & beyond

Principles of the Month
Step 5: Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact nature of
our wrongs.
Tradition 5 [long form]: Each group has but one primary purpose - to carry its message
to the alcoholic who still suffers.
Tradition 5 Checklist [from SMF-131, Traditions Checklist from the AA Grapevine]:
1. Do I ever cop out by saying, “I’m not a group, so this or that Tradition doesn’t apply to me”?
2. Am I willing to explain firmly to a newcomer the limitations of AA help, even if he gets mad
at me for not giving him a loan?
3. Have I today imposed on any AA member for a special favor or consideration simply
because I am a fellow alcoholic?
4. Am I willing to twelfth-step the next newcomer without regard to who or what is in it for me?
5. Do I help my group in every way I can to fulfill our primary purpose?
6. Do I remember that AA old-timers, too, can be alcoholics who still suffer? Do I try both to
help them and to learn from them?

Concept 5: Throughout our structure, a traditional “Right of Appeal” ought to prevail, so
that minority opinion will be heard and personal grievances receive careful consideration.
Concept 5 Checklist [from SMF-91 - Concepts Checklist]:
1. Do we encourage the minority opinion, the “Right of Appeal,” to be heard at our home
group, district committee meetings, area assemblies and the Conference?
2. What does our group accept as “substantial unanimity”?
3. Has our group experienced the “tyranny of the majority” or the “tyranny of the minority”?
4. Does our group understand the importance of all points of view being heard before a vote is
taken?

Delegate Report
Thank you to all who submitted answers to the Delegate’s Questionnaire. I received over 100
responses and have been spending much of this month reading and absorbing the wide range of
thoughts and opinions on these items.
I will be fully engaged in The Conference next week and look forward to bringing back to Area 48
all that transpired.
In the meantime, don’t forget to put that pen to paper (or fingers to the keyboard, whichever may
be the case as there are 3 separate calls for stories for upcoming literature pieces:
• Fifth Edition of the Big Book: Deadline, October 31, 2022
• A.A. for the Black and African-American Alcoholic pamphlet: Deadline: October 31, 2022.
• Fourth Edition of the Spanish Big Book: Deadline: December 15, 2022.
Please visit The Delegate Connection webpage or aa.org for more information.
There will be NO “Meet Your Delegate” virtual chat on Monday, April 25. I’ll see you all back
there on Monday, May 22nd, but not before the May Assembly on the 14th.
Until then …
Thank you all for trusting me to be your trusted servant.
Tammie E
Area 48 Panel 72 Delegate
panel72delegate@aahmbny.org

Chair / Alt Delegate Report
Happy spring all, hope this report finds you all well. I can't help but first think of our Delegate,
Tammie, in NYC for her first General Service Conference. Please let us all pray for our Conference
to come to the best decisions for our fellowship.
In our area we are about to embark on a brand new format for NENY events. On 5/14/22 we will
hold our first hybrid event. Hope to see some of you in person, and the rest of you virtually. We will
also be attempting this at the Joy of Service day in June. The other exciting news is in November
we will be having our first in person NENY convention in two years. As always all this information in
detail is on our website aahmbny.org.
Yours in Service,
A 48 Chair/AltDelegate
Guy K.
hmbchair@aahmbny.org

Alternate Chair Report
The DCM/Functions Committee met on April 10, the day following the Area 48 Fellowship Day which
was hosted by the Western cluster (D9 and 12). Our usual committee meeting is the third Sunday of
the month, however, the DCMs voted to hold our meeting one week early due to several holidays
occurring the next week. The following districts were represented by your DCMs and/or Alt DCMs: D1,
D2, D4, D10, D11, D12, D13, D14, D15, D16, D17, and D18. They are serving you well.
We opened our meeting with the D4 DCM reading Tradition 4 (group autonomy) and Concept 4 (the
right of Participation). Because this forum is one of the only opportunities to meet with the other
DCMs to share experiences in this service position, we used the time share the health of each district
and to discuss what we do well, what we need help with, our frustrations and our solutions. I believe it
was helpful to know none of us is alone and that we can always depend on someone else’s experience
and support.
The Functions Committee reviewed the upcoming service events: On Saturday, May 14th, 10 AM-3
PM, the Hudson Valley cluster will be hosting a hybrid Voting Assembly in Shokan, NY and virtually at
ID:89251888405 PC: Voice2vote. (COVID dependent)
The Adirondack cluster will be hosting a hybrid Joy of Service Day on Sunday June 12th in
Plattsburgh, NY and virtually. Of course, all in-person events are CDC recommendations dependent.
ID: 881 6611 6069. PC: JOY2SERVE
Heads up! The Hudson Valley will be hosting the Area 48 NENY Convention November 4-7. In
Poughkeepsie, NY. Lots going on in the planning of the convention. Circle the dates in your calendars!
The DCMs were reminded that there is a Scholarship available for a member of each cluster for the
New York State Informational Workshop (NYSIW) being held in late July- early August, hosted by
SENY. Unfortunately, NYSIW will be virtual this year. I will be asking the Finance Committee to review
the budget and the service manual language, as well as the intent of this language to see if the
scholarship money may be used for our NENY Convention. That information will be forthcoming.
Our next DCM/Functions committee meeting will be on May 15th at 6:30PM. Thank you to all the
DCMs who willingly give of their time in support of AA and NENY.
Thank you for allowing me to serve.
Dolores K.
althmbchair@aahmbny.org

NERAASA 2023 is in Area 48!
As most of you have heard, Area 48 is hosting NERAASA (North East Regional Alcoholics
Anonymous Service Assembly) February 24 - 26, 2023. We have a robust committee working
diligently to make this event successful. This event will be held at the Crowne Plaza Albany, The
Desmond, near the Albany airport. Registration is open at the NERAASA 2023 website for both
event and hotel registration. We will be looking for greeters and registration staffing.
To participate please contact NERAASA2023chair@gmail.com.

Accessibilities Chair Report
The Accessibilities committee would like to start dealing with Loners International. Have you ever
thought about being a loners international correspondent? Accessibility means more than just
handicapped people; it's sighted or unsigned hearing language barriers, babysitting needs or any host
of needs those folks might have. Do we bother to ask? Are we truly accessible to others or are we
guarded?
The Accessibilities committee are waiting on literature that's on backorder so they can do a
presentation. Accessibilities would also like to do a trifold pamphlet.
For more information regarding the activities of the Area 48 Accessibilities/Special Needs Committee
please go to https://aahmbny.org/accessibility. If you know an alcoholic with special needs, want more
information, or wish to join our efforts you can contact our Area 48 Accessibilities Chairperson at
accessibility@aahmbny.org.
- Brenda O.

CPC Chair Report
GSO Media Campaign & New PSAs:
Two new, Conference-approved downloadable Public Service Announcements are now available on
aa.org. They are 15, 30, or 60 seconds long. (There are now a total of 5 relevant and useful spots). A
media campaign was purchased through Connect360 for $60,000 to reach and track the major
broadcasting stations in the US and Canada: ABC, CBS, Fox, etc. with a media value of $4,000,000. To
learn more here is the announcement from the General Service Office.
Back here in Area 48, there are a number of Districts that do not currently have a CPC and/or PI
lead and we would welcome your participation! If you are curious about CPC, please check out the
CPC homepage on AA.org or our CPC A48 homepage. Or feel free to reach out to me at the email
address below.
Also, we would love to hear from you if you have professionals/professional organizations in your
area who would like to learn more about A.A. Happy to respond to any questions you might have
and ready to share any information you would find of interest. Or just join us for our next meeting to
learn more – no commitment needed!
And do let us know if we can help reach professionals in your community – virtually or in person.
Our next CPC/PI conference call is on Thursday 5/26/22 at 6:30pm. On the phone or the zoom
platform, here is the information: Click here to join the meeting. Zoom ID 868 7177 3923 Passcode:
080625. By phone: 1 (929) 205-6099. All are welcome, please bring your questions and curiosity.
Yours in Service,
David S.
NENY Area 48 C.P.C. Committee Chair
cpc@aahmbny.org

Secretary Report
Area 48 Fellowship Day Minutes
Hosted by Districts 9 & 12
April 9, 2022 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM
At the beginning of the Meet and Greet Session there were already 17 participants. The Fellowship
Day was opened by our Area 48 Chairperson at 10:00 AM with the Serenity Prayer. Immediately
followed up with the Zoom Script statement. At 10:00 AM the Fellowship attendance jumped to 40
participants.
Cathy P. D17 DCM is the 2022 NENY Area Convention Chairperson will take place in
Poughkeepsie, NY from November 4 through November 6, 2022 nenyconvention@aahmbny.org.
More details to follow.
GSR Forum website https://gsr.aahmbny.org. GSR Forum meetings https://aahmbny.org/area-48committee-monthly-meetings/ Every first Sunday at 7pm Meeting: ID 870 0168 1934 Password: gsr.
[panels]
The Fellowship Day broke for lunch at 11:58 AM. The A48 Chair opened the Fellowship Day from
lunch break precisely at 12:30 PM. There were 36 participants at 12:30 PM.
The A48 Secretary’s Report: the motion to accept the minutes for the Delegates Day of Sharing
on March 19, 2022 as sent and read has passed. The reading of the of the March 19, 2022 meeting
minutes has been waived. These minutes were distributed to 1104 subscribers on Tuesday, April 5,
2022.
The A48 Treasury Report: The March 2022 Treasurer’s report has been posted to the A48 website
at https://aahmbny.org. The March 2022 Treasurer’s reports can be accessed through the April
2022 edition of the Area 48 Newsletter at https://www.aahmbny.org/hmb-newsletters/. The motion
to waive the reading of the March 2022 has passed unanimously. The January through March 2022
Income and Expense Report can be viewed on our Area 48 website at https://aahmbny.org go to
the Treasurer and Finance Committee link under the Service Information drop list.
Committee chair reports from Fellowship Day can be read throughout this newsletter.
DCM Reports
•
•
•
•
•
•

Trish Mc D18 DCM had stated the BTG Chair and Accessibilities Chair positions are open.
Lindsey D11 DCM – has stated its plan of Activities for the rest of the year.
Dave S. Acting D12 DCM has stated its plan of Activities for the rest of the year.
Cathy P. D20 DCM now has a treasurer and a district registrar.
Bill N. D1 DCM has a meeting listing for those that come out of treatment center.
Terry E D2 DCM there is confusion about the Green Island Meeting. Because there may be
another Green Island meeting in another location.

Secretary Report (continued)
A48 Name Change Report: Tad J. P70 A48 Past Delegate has provided updates on the name
change for A48 to NENY after the 2021 Income Taxes have been filed. It’s going to be time
consuming and costly.
Guy K. our A48 Chair opened up the Questions and Answer Segment of our Fellowship Day at 2:00
PM. Theresa M. asked the question how to apply for scholarships. Tad J. commented on putting
the lottery system for financial healthy districts as a line item in the A48 2023 Draft Budget.
A48 Chairperson thanked all the virtual hosts and event panelists for their service. Then a motion
was made to adjourn the Fellowship Day meeting. The meeting was closed with the reciting of the
responsibility pledge at 2:05 PM. At adjournment there were 28 participants.
Click here to read the rest of the minutes from our Area 48 Fellowship Day!

Treatment Chair Report
News & Notes: We meet on the 1st Tuesdays at 6:00 PM on Zoom. All are invited to attend. Zoom
Meeting ID: 854 3845 5925 Passcode Tuesday.
April 2022 Report:
Treatment centers are continuing to contact us to bring AA into their facilities. I would ask treatment
chairs to check with treatment centers that have suspended live meetings to see if they can be
restarted.
Cornerstone of Rhinebeck is looking for AA literature.
Anyone that may be interested in taking ownership of a meeting or being a speaker at a meeting,
please send an email to your district treatment chair and cc treatment@aahmbny.org.
Some of us who have been acting sponsors of facilities may have a long term commitment with
facilities which are relationships for many years. It may be also important to look at these
commitments and assess whether or not the people in the position need help, or would like to rotate
so they don’t feel stuck in a service without support. Rotation is very important for many reasons in
A.A. Service. For more information about rotations, please see our Document outlining rotation.
Events: Area 48 Treatment Monthly Meeting are on the first Tuesday of every month at 6:00pm
Click here to join Zoom Meeting. Meeting ID: 854 3845 5925, Passcode: Tuesday
In Grateful Service,
Norm L.
Area 48 Treatment Chair

The Website Highlight
Did you know there is a website built by the Area 48 tech committee for GSRs?!
You can get there by clicking this link: The GSR Forum or you can click The GSR Forum on the main menu
of https://aahmbny.org. Many times, a member of AA’s first step into District and Area level service is
through taking a GSR position and along with all of the information that GSRs get (seemingly all at once!)
it can feel overwhelming. The purpose of the GSR Forum is to give GSRs a place to collect knowledge
about their position as well as what is going on in Area 48 and to help them get that information to the
members of their home group.
GSRs should be sure to register so that Area 48 and GSO are able to get in touch with them! By clicking
this link (GSR Registration | The GSR Forum) you can start the registration process!
If you’re interested in technology in AA or are looking to have some AA tech questions answered, please
join us at the virtual monthly Technology Committee meeting. We meet every month on the third Tuesday
at 6pm and all are welcome! Meeting ID: 829 5229 5872, passcode: Techteam48
To get in touch with me for any questions you can email me at: webmaster@aahmbny.org
Matt E, Area 48 Technology Chair

Literature Chair Report
Hello Fellow AA’s! Join us at our monthly meeting….
Our joint Literature/GrapeVine Committee meeting is on the 4th Wednesday of each month,
please join us! Click here to join. Zoom Meeting ID: 885 5335 7701, Passcode: GV/LIT
As the world opens, please consider offering literature at your upcoming in-person events.
We have relaunched the Literature homepage and hope you will come take a look: https://
aahmbny.org/literature/
You can find the Big Book, Twelve and Twelve, Daily Reflections, Living Sober and more! All
Online….. Just go to https://onlineliterature.aa.org/ebooks
And of course, if you need any help or have any questions about literature, please do not hesitate
to reach out to literature@aahmbny.org.
Are you a new “Trusted Servant”- DCM, GSR, Chairperson? Check this out: https://www.aa.org/
information-for-new-trusted-servants
In Service,
Allen V.
Area 48 Literature Chair

— CALL FOR STORIES —

Fifth Edition of the Big Book Alcoholics Anonymous
Deadline: October 31, 2022 The Preface to the Second Edition of the Big Book explains that revisions to the personal history

section of the book were made in order “to represent the current membership of Alcoholics Anonymous more accurately, and
thereby to reach more alcoholics.”
In that spirit, the 2021 General Service Conference recommended that: “a Fifth Edition of the Big Book, Alcoholics
Anonymous, be developed, including an update of stories to better reflect the current membership, keeping in mind the 1995
Advisory Action:
“The first 164 pages of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, the Preface, the Forewords, ‘The Doctor’s Opinion’, ‘Dr. Bob’s
Nightmare’, and the Appendices remain as is.”
In response to this Advisory Action, the trustees’ Literature Committee is seeking a wide range of A.A. recovery experience of
members in the Fellowship.
Recognizing that all stories are of value, the Literature Committee is searching for recovery stories that are from a broad
cross-section of our local communities. As Bill writes on page 29 of the book Alcoholics Anonymous: “Our hope is that many alcoholic men and women, desperately in need, will see these pages, and we believe that it is only by fully disclosing ourselves and
our problems that they will be persuaded to say, ‘Yes, I am one of them too; I must have this thing.’”
It is the Literature Committee’s shared hope that any new stories from our current membership will help future alcoholics to
identify and find recovery in the pages of a Fifth Edition.
Further information on where to submit your story will be provided to the Fellowship through Box 4-5-9, the A.A. website and more.
If you have any questions, please write to 5BBStory@aa.org.

A.A. for the Black and African-American Alcoholic pamphlet
Deadline: October 31, 2022 The trustees’ Literature Committee has opened a call for stories in response to the 2021

General Service Conference Advisory Action regarding the pamphlet “A.A. for the Black and African-American Alcoholic,” stating
that the pamphlet be updated to include current stories of recovery and a new title that is respectful and inclusive.
The committee is seeking stories of recovery from all African-American, Canadian and Caribbean A.A. members from the
English-, French- and Spanish-speaking Black communities in the A.A. structure in the United States and Canada. Stories of recovery may also include:
• Military
• Experience, strength and hope
• Black mental health and diverse abilities
• Steps, Traditions, Concepts
• Diversity of social status
• Sponsorship
• BIPOC A.A. Meetings
• A.A. service
• Atheist/agnostics
• Safety and racism
• Ethnic, cultural, gender and LGBTQ diversity
The suggested format for typed manuscripts is 500-800 words, double spaced, in 12-point font. Handwritten manuscripts
should be approximately 5 to 6 pages.
Submit Via Email Email: pamphletstories@aa.org Subject line: “A.A. for the Black and African-American Alcoholic”

Fourth Edition of the Big Book Alcohólicos Anónimos
Deadline: December 15, 2022 In keeping with the recommendation of the 2021 General Service Conference that “A Fourth
Edition of the Spanish-language Big Book, Alcohólicos Anónimos, be developed, including updated stories that better reflect the
current membership, and that a progress report be presented to the 2022 General Service Conference,” the trustees’ Literature
Committee is seeking stories of recovery from members of the Hispanic community in the A.A. structure in the United States and
Canada.
The committee is seeking stories of recovery from a wide representation of the Hispanic community. Stories of recovery may
also include:
• Ethnic, cultural, gender and LGBTQ diversity
• Accessibility experiences
• Diversity of social status
• Spiritual experiences
• Experiences of sobriety during the pandemic
• A.A. meetings on virtual platforms
• Newcomer and oldtimer experiences
• Sobriety and mental health
Suggested format for typed manuscripts is 3,500 words, double-spaced, in 12-point type. Handwritten stories should be
approximately 5-6 pages.
Submit Via Email Email: 4LGHistorias@aa.org Subject line: “Fourth Edition Spanish”
Please include your full name, postal and email addresses, and phone number on the first page of your manuscript. The anonymity of all authors will be observed whether or not their story is selected for publication. Stories written in Spanish, English or
French will be accepted. We suggest you keep a copy of your manuscript for your files. The respective designations Pamphlet or
Fourth Edition should be written on the envelope and at the top of the first page of the manuscript.
To Submit Via Postal Mail Send to: Attn. Literature Assignment
General Service Office, Box 459
Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163
Thank you for your participation in the process!
Box 4-5-9, Spring 2022
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Grapevine / La Viña Report
April’s ‘Story Hour’ was great, as they all are. Our storyteller/speaker Penny P. told us a lot about
early Modem to Modem meetings and the history of online meetings. Her story is worth a listen, so
much information! You can find all of our ‘Story Hour’ meetings on the website. Members from
around the country and Canada have taken the time to read and share with us. This month we have
one of our own Area 48 members, Chad P. to read and share with us. All of the information is on
our website, see the Flier in this Newsletter or email me and I will share our flier with you. Maybe
you might have a favorite story to read and share with us too. Let me know, my email is
grapevine@aahmbny.org
Every Fourth Wednesday of the month the Literature and Grapevine/La Viña share a virtual
conference call, you are all invited. Join us at 6:30pm ID# 885 5335 7701 PC: GV/LIT
I plan on bringing some of our inventory to staff my first Grapevine/La Viña table on May 14, 2022
in Shokan for our May Assembly. Come and see if you are interested in seeing or buying any
books. We do have the new ‘Prayer and Meditation’ book.
On May 21st from 10-12noon I am planning on attending a virtual Writing Workshop. I have never
been to a Grapevine/La Viña writing workshop and I am excited to learn and be able to share with
the Area so we can do it too. If you would like to join me please let me know.
One of our district’s reports that they have combined Archives with the Grapevine so that every
month they share the History of A.A. and Grapevine in their District Newsletter. Such a great idea!
We can ‘Carry the Message’ to those we don’t know that are in need by sending gift subscriptions
to the Grapevine Office. Is your Home Group looking to make a contribution? How about we Carry
the Message with a few Grapevine and La Viña subscriptions, it’s easy to do, here is the link
aagrapevine.org/carrythemessageproject
A few ways to check in with the Grapevine…
• Follow us on Instagram @alcoholicsanonymous_gv or @alcoholicosanonimos_lv
• Listen to our Podcasts aagrapevine.org/podcast
• Find us on YouTube at The AA Grapevine Channel

This is from the May 2022 Grapevine Newsletter:
The May issue of the Grapevine is in and this month’s featured section is “60th Anniversary of the
Concepts”. Members celebrate the anniversary with stories of experience with A.A.'s Twelve
Concepts for World Service and ‘60 reasons to love the Concepts!’ Plus much much more.
The Grapevine and La Viña are always looking for stories on special topics, right now they are
asking for stories on:
• Remote Communities & Sober Holidays - Do you have a difficult time getting to meetings? Do
you have a language or cultural barrier? Are you homebound? In a senior home? Are you
involved in Remote Community service? Also let’s hear how you stay sober during the
holidays! (stories due by June 15, 2022
• Relapsing - share your personal journey with Step Two. How did you find your Higher Power? Did
you struggle with Step Two? What helped you? (stories due by July 15, 2022)
• Coming Soon: AA & Families, AA in the Military, Midlife Sobriety, Making Amends and more!
Important: We are looking for stories of experience with each Step and each Tradition! (Pick a
particular Step or Tradition and write about your experience!) We are also looking for jokes!
La Viña Current Issue Spotlight: This month’s featured section is “The Newcomer” issue.
Submit Your Story for Upcoming Issues:
• The Three Legacies
• No Matter What
• La Viña Short Stories
Sending our personal stories is one of the ways that we can contribute to the Grapevine and La
Viña. We can help to keep it current. You can find more information at aagrapevine.org/gvrresources

Bridging the Gap Chair Report
Bridging the Gap is starting to heat up with several referrals over the past month. We are having
regular zoom meetings the first Thursday of each month, schedule permitting. All are welcome.
If you are a BTG District Chair and have not heard from me- it means I do not have your email.
Please contact me by emailing me at BTG@aahmbny.org.
Learn more about Bridging the Gap or complete the BTG form on the Area 48 website.
Grateful,
Damian

Corrections Chair Report
Hello to all,
First, I would like to thank all of you, whether or not you are part of our effort to carry the message
behind the walls of prisons or County facilities. This would include all of the District Chairs who I
have had contact with personally, by phone, or through virtual platforms like Zoom. This
commitment takes all of us to make it happen. Many people in and out of Area 48 have been able
to guide me in this commitment.
With the pandemic winding down, many of our county facilities have reopened to our AA
volunteers and our district chairs have given 110% to find people to fill those openings. Districts
have all been working through challenges to get the ball rolling, either virtually or in person. We
are reminded that we go to any lengths to help the still sick and suffering behind the walls.
Literature and/or Grapevine magazines are also another way of helping our members behind the
walls and with meetings reopening, flyers and announcements can be used to get the word out.
One more thing at the county level, NY State has passed legislation called HALT mandating the
county facilities to offer mental health alternatives to inside members who have disciplinary issues.
This means that they cannot just send them into isolation, and instead offer other solutions. I have
been in contact with the program Sergeant at OCCF, and she is trying to find a way for AA
volunteers to work one on one with inmates. As more information surfaces, I will pass it along to
our district chairs.
At the level of NY State, DOCCS facilities are reopening, and volunteers are having in person
meetings or are about to. I have been in contact with multiple DOCCS supervisors of Community
Services, and we are working together to find more volunteers for those facilities that have
welcomed us back but are unable to locate some of our AA volunteers because of the 2-year layoff
with meetings being taken in. That is an ongoing challenge. Again, our District Chairs are a vital
link in locating these volunteers!
Recently, we came upon another challenge, “There has been some discussion over the last two
or three days regarding AA, NA and GA and Endorsement Letters with Central Of ce.” This is
pulled from an email I got from the Regional Coordinator of DOCCS that I have been in
correspondence with for the past 2+ years. I sent a request to the Corrections Desk at aa.org to see
what their thoughts might be on an Endorsement Letter with an AA letterhead. I’m waiting for a
response from them, and we can then work accordingly. More will be revealed.
We received word from DOCCS officials that a Letter of Endorsement could be made without
having our letterhead on it, so we’re good with them the way it stands now.
Another topic that we have been looking at is the CCS, Corrections Correspondence Service. It is
the F26 Corrections Correspondence Form. It can be another tool that we utilize to reach out to
incarcerated members who need our help. [Check out the form on the next page!]
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I have been in contact with our neighbors in other Areas, Area 47 CNY, Area 49 Intergroup, and
Area 70, Vermont to see if they might have volunteers who live close to our borders who might
help to fill the gaps in remote facilities. They have been very helpful, also. For example, 2 AA’ers
from Vermont are carrying the message into Washington Correctional, and now DOCCS would like
to find 2 more of us for Great Meadow Correctional.

CORRESPONDENCE FORM — for Outside A.A. Members Only CCS-3
PLEASE PRINT - Return to address below
I am a ▢ MALE ▢ FEMALE How many inmates are you able to write to?: _______________
I can correspond in ▢ English ▢ French ▢ Spanish ▢ Other language __________________________
Name: __________________________________________ Phone (o ce use only): ______________________
(First and Last)

Address: ________________________________________ Email (o ce use only): _______________________
(P.O. Box or Street Address, City, State or Province, Postal or Zip Code)

THREE WAYS TO RETURN THIS FORM TO G.S.O:

Email: corrections@aa.org
Please download and save this form to your computer. Complete the requested information and save.
You can then email the form to corrections@aa.org, or mail it to the attention of the Corrections Assignment,
P.O. Box 459, Grand Central Station, New York, N.Y. 10163 or fax it to (212) 870-3003.
Thank you for your willingness to serve.

Postal Mail to:
A.A. World Services, Inc.
Grand Central Station P.O. Box 459 New York, NY 10163

By Fax: 212-870-3003 (Attn: Corrections)
Just as a reminder, we will be having our next Area Corrections meeting on May 18th at 6PM. Via
Zoom: Meeting ID: 867 1213 3948, Passcode: A48Correct
Thank you all for letting me be of service,
Tom Caiola
Area 48 Corrections Chair
corrections@aahmbny.org
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Have you seen the recently revamped AA.org website?

This Month in AA History….
May 11, 1935 - Bill Wilson makes the call that connects him to Dr. Bob.

“O

ne dismal afternoon he paced a hotel lobby
wondering how his bill was to be paid. At
one end of the room stood a glass covered
directory of local churches. Down the lobby a door
opened into an attractive bar. He could see the gay
crowd inside. In there he would find companionship
and release. Unless he took some drinks, he might not
have the courage to scrape an acquaintance and would
have a lonely weekend.”
- Chapter 11: A Vision for You, Alcoholics Anonymous
Bill Wilson was just 5 months sober when he
went to Akron, Ohio on a failed business trip.
Facing a lonely weekend, he found himself in
the lobby of the Mayflower Hotel with the
nearby hotel bar calling to him.
Bill realized that he needed to speak with
another alcoholic in order to ensure his
sobriety. He looked through the hotel’s
church directory and saw a name which
caught his attention - Reverend Walter Tunks.
Bill called Reverend Tunks and was given a
list of people to call.

After many unanswered calls he finally
made contact with someone.
Henrietta Seiberling, the daughter-inlaw of the founder of the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company
(and, in the eyes of many, another founder of AA) answered Bill’s
call. She immediately thought of her Oxford Group friends Dr.
Bob and Anne Smith. The Oxford Group had prayed for Dr. Bob
and Henrietta saw Bill’s call as an answer to these prayers.
Dr. Bob initially agreed to see Bill for just 15 minutes, but they
ended up talking for hours. Bill shared his drinking history with
Bob, who identified with it immediately. Bill thanked Bob for
hearing him out: "I know now that I'm not going to take another
drink," Bill said, "and I'm grateful to you.”

We Are Not a Glum Lot
The other day I tried to be inspirational by saying, “You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take.”
And now I’m banned from AA for life.
- Credit: LaffGaff, AA Jokes & Puns

- Credit: Vincent Alexander

April Trivia Answers:
What is the only chapter of the Big Book NOT
written by Bill Wilson?
A. To Employers
What were the 4 Absolutes of the Oxford
Group?
A. Honesty, Purity, Unselfishness, Love
Bill Wilson’s obituary was published on page 1
of the New York Times.
A. True

Thanks to Anonymous for the caption!
“It says ‘the answer to your prayers isn’t
going to be found in a bottle’.”

What's Happening?
Area 48
•

•

•

May Voting Assembly | Saturday, May 14 @ 10am - 3pm | This is a hybrid event! Join us:
-

In person: Reservoir Methodist Church, 3056 NY-28 Shokan, NY

-

Online: Zoom ID 892 5188 8405, Passcode Voice2vote

Joy of Service Day | Sunday, June 12 @ 9am - 3pm | This is a hybrid event! Join us:
-

In person: MHAB Campus, 14 Dormitory Dr, Plattsburgh

-

Online: Zoom ID 881 6611 6069, Passcode JOY2SERVE (all capitals)

Area 48 Convention | November 4 - 6

Outside the Area
•

ESCYPAA Midyear Event | Saturday, June 18 | Taughannock State Park, Ithaca, NY

•

NERAASA (Northeast Regional AA Service Assembly) | July 29 & 30 | Virtual (hosted by SENY 49)

•

ESCYPAA VIII (Empire State Convention of Young People in AA) Convention | October 28 - 30

Area 48 Recurring Events
•

GSR (General Service Representative) Forum | 1st Sundays @ 7pm
Open to any member of AA! You do not have to be a GSR or a member of Area 48 to attend.

•

Monthly Check-in | 1st Wednesdays @ 6:30pm

•

Grapevine Story Hour | 2nd Tuesdays @ 7pm

•

Your Delegate Connection | last Mondays @ 7pm

Area 48 Committee Meetings
•

Accessibilities | 2nd Sundays @ 2pm | ID: 459 479 4411, Passcode: 731508

•

Bridging the Gap (BTG) | 1st Thursdays @ 6:30pm | ID: 861 6963 8196, Passcode: 741803

•

CPC & PI | 4th Thursdays @ 6:30pm | 868 7177 3923, Passcode: 080625

•

Corrections | 3rd Wednesdays @ 6pm | 867 1213 3948, Passcode: A48Correct

•

DCMs & Alt DCMs | 3rd Sundays @ 6pm | ID: 952 7302 1180, Passcode: DCMfun

•

Grapevine & Literature | 4th Wednesdays @ 6:30pm | ID: 885 5335 7701, Passcode: GV/LIT

•

Inclusivity | 2nd Thursdays @ 6pm | ID: 822 5687 7420, Passcode: 353180

•

Technology | 3rd Tuesdays @ 6pm | 829 5229 5872, Passcode: Techteam48

•

Treatment | 1st Tuesdays @ 6pm | 812 2153 8564

Click here for the full 2022 Area 48 Calendar

Want your event included in the newsletter & on the Area 48 website?
Send it to newsletter@aahmbny.org & webmaster@aahmbny.org.

Items and Ideas on Area Gatherings for A.A.s —Via G.S.O.

Spring 2022

NOTE: Due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, events may be canceled or moved to online formats.
Please contact the event coordinators as listed before making your plans.

Calendar of Events
Events listed here are presented solely as
a service to readers, not as an endorsement by the General Service Office.
Please note that we cannot attest to the
accuracy, relevancy, timeliness, or completeness of information provided by any
linked site. For any additional information, please use the event contact
information provided.

March
4-6—Saint Louis Park, Montana. West
Central Regional AA Service Conference;
Info: www.westcentralregion.org
17-20—San Jacinto, California. Inland Empire
AA Convention; Write: Ch.,1307 E. Citrus
Avenue, Redlands, CA 92373;
Info: www.ieaac.org
18-20—Atlantic City, New Jersey. 56th Area 45
Gen. Svc. Conv. Write: Ch., Box 3724, Cherry
Hill, NJ 08034;
Info: https://area45convention.org
18-20—Niagara Falls, New York. 14th Annual
Cataract City Conv. Write: Ch., Box 734,
Niagara Falls, NY 14301;
Email: niagaraintergroup@gmail.com

22-24—Chipley, Florida. Country Round Up.
Write: Ch., 412 Triton St., Port St., Joe,
Florida 32456

20-21—Reheboth Beach, Delaware. Delaware
Area 12 State Convention. Write: Ch., PO
Box 445, Wilmington, Delaware 19899

22-24—Saint Louis, Missouri. Spring Fling
Convention. Info: www.springflingstl.com

20-22—Ashland, Wisconsin. Area 74 Spring
Conf. Write: Ch., 11090 East Lund Rd.,
Maple, WI 54854

29-01—Erie, Pennsylvania. Erie Area Spring
Conf. Write: Ch., Box 1357, Erie, PA 16512;
Info: aaeriepa.org
29-01—Grants Pass, Oregon. Rogue Roundup.
Write: Ch., Box 1741, Grants Pass, OR
97528; Info: www.rogueroundup.com

5-7—Grand Rapids, Minnesota. 50th Annual
Iron Range Get Together. Write: Ch., Box
855, Hibbing, MN 55746
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24-26—Shoreline, Washington. Pacific
Northwest Conference. Write: Ch., 20323
19th Ave NE A201, Shoreline, Washington
98155;
Info: https://www.pnc1948.org

9 781938
413902

14-22—Eureka Springs, Arkansas. Springtime
in the Ozarks. Write: Ch., Box 2577, Eureka
Springs, AR 72757;
Info: www.springtimeintheozarks.com

10-12—Kenton, Oklahoma. 45th Camp Billy
Joe Roundup. Write: Ch., 57556 29 Palms
Hwy #299, Yucca Valley, CA 92284

13-15—Tulsa, Oklahoma. Area 57 State
Conference. Write: Ch., 5800 S Lewis Ave
Suite 273, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74105

20-21—Manitoulin Island, Ontario Canada.
49th Rainbow Round Up. Write: Ch., 46
Breton Road Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario P6B
5W3; Info: www.rainbowroundup.ca

14-16—Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 40
Convención de Alcohólicos Anónimos en
América Central; Info: aadehonduras.org

3-5—Sheridan, Wyoming. Area 76 Spring
Conv. Write: Ch., Box 705, Sheridan, WY
82801; Email:
Area76SpringConvention2022@gmail.com

13-15—Helena Mt., Montana. 2022 Spring
Round Up. Write: Ch., 1016 Butte Ave.,
Helena, Montana 59601

25-27—Saratoga Springs, New York. Saratoga
Springfest. Write: Ch., 632 Eastline Rd.,
Ballston Spa, NY 12020;
Info: www.saratogaspringfest.org

1-3—Watertown, South Dakota. Area 63
Spring Conf. Write: 775 13th St., SE, Huron,
SD 57350; Info: www.area63aa.org

June

13-15—Defuniak Springs, Florida. Sunshine
Conv. Write: Ch., Box 837, Defuniak Springs,
FL 32432;
Email: sunshineconvention@aol.com

14-15—Essington, Pennsylvania. XII Convencion Hispana de AA de Pennsylvania.
Write: pacohispana2020@gmail.com;
Info: https://paconvencionhispana.org

1-3—Tarrytown, New York. 2022 SENY
Convention. Write: convention@aaseny.org;
Info: https://www.aaseny.org

27-29—Houston, Texas. 59 Asamblea Hispana
del Estado de Texas; Register: 281-4425100, Code: Asamblea Hispana del Estado
de Texas

May

25-27—Ames, Iowa. Aim for Ames. Write:
Ch., Box 2522, Ames, IA 50010;
Info: www.aimforames.org

April

27-29—Anaheim, California. XVL Convencion
Estatal Hispana de California. Write:
Ch., 330 N. State College Blvd. Suite 207,
Anaheim, CA 92806;
Info: https://convencionestatalca.org
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To order this item or any other product from our
collection, visit us at www.aagrapevine.org and click on Store or
call (800) 631-6025 US/Canada, 818 487-2091 International
or fax us at (818) 487-4550.
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Cut along dotted line, and post this page on your group’s bulletin board

BULLETIN BOARD

HYBRID – BACK TO BASICS – 7:00 PM TUESDAYS IN JUNE
BIG BOOK BASED, CLOSED MEETINGS – SPONSORED BY THE B2B GROUP
TUES, JUNE 7TH -

THRU - TUES, JUNE 28TH

“BACK TO BASICS” IS A PROGRAM OF ACTION TAKING THE 12 STEPS IN 4 ONE HOUR
MTGS OVER CONSECUTIVE TUESDAYS IN JUNE, LIKE THE FOUNDING AA GROUPS DID.
WE EXPLORE THESE PRINCIPLES TOGETHER, TAKE THE STEPS TOGETHER, AND
RECOVER TOGETHER. EITHER FACE TO FACE OR ZOOM AS FOLLOWS:
IN PERSON LOCATION : UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 175 FIFTH AVE, SARATOGA
SPRINGS, NY. WORKSHOP FORMS PROVIDED AT SEATS. MASKS ARE OPTIONAL.
ZOOM ATTENDEES MUST REGISTER BY EMAIL TO : B2Bfoundationsgroup@gmail.com
WORKSHOP FORMS AND MTG IDS WILL BE SENT AS ATTACHMENTS TO THE RETURN
CONFIRMATION EMAIL .
518 – 491- 5636 Q’S/ INFO

-

